Del. college president accused
of plagiarizing speech

* By David Abel
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

A speech on multiculturalism
that a Delaware college president
gave twice, and listed as one of his
notable speeches on his school’s
Web site, bears striking similarities
to one given by Connecticut College
President Claire Gaudiani nine
years ago.

Now, Scott Miller, president of
Wesley College in Dover, is facing
accusations of plagiarism for alleg-
edly lifting portions of Gaudiani’s
remarks. But Miller calls it a “a re-
grettable mistake” made by a staff
member who wrote the speech.

“The draft given to me was well
done, and I used it in front of a few
people,” Miller said. “I knew noth-
ing that it was borrowed from any-
one else . .. but ultimately I'm ac-
countable for the mistake.”

Although such a violation of eth-

ics might be sufficient grounas ror
the ouster of a student or professor
at Wesley, a small liberal arts col-
lege founded by the United Meth-
odist Chureh, Miller’s remedy in
this case was to take the paper off
the Internet.

Gaudiani, who delivered “In
Pursuit of Global Civic Virtues: The
Rationale for Multicultural Educa-
tion” at the annual meeting of the
Association of American Colleges
& Universities in 1991, said that if
the tables were turned, she would
have a hard time justifying her ac-
tions in light of the New London
campus’s 90-year-old honor code.

“I'm very concerned for the ex-
ample this sets for students and
faculty, who should expect all mem-
bers of the academic community to
set an example on this particular is-
sue,” said Gaudiani, who said she
doesn’t plan any legal action. “I
don’t think I'm the victim. I think

‘I knew nothing that
it was borrowed from
anyone else . . . but
ultimately I'm
accountable.’
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the vietims are the community
around the plagiarist.”

Gaudiani learned of the similar-
ities in the speeches from an e-mail
sent to her in February by a fresh-
man at Duke University. Seth
Weitberg, a 19-year-old English
major, was researching a paper on
multicultural education when he
discovered the similarities between
her speech and one Miller gave last
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Musie eritie fired
for copying passage

ALTIMORE - A music eritic for

The Sun newspaper was fired
for lifting a passage from a reference
book for an opera review. Critic Ste-
phen Wigler was fired Wednesday
after a reader pointed out that his
Nov. 15 review of the Baltimore Op-
era’s “La Traviata” included an un-
attributed excerpt from “The Metro-
politan Opera Guide to Recorded
Opera,” Editor John Carroll said.
Carroll apologized in a letter pub-
lished Wednesday in the newspaper.

Sacramento Daily Fires
Reporter for Plagiarism

SACRAMENTO, Nov. 22 (Reu-
ters) — The Sacramento Bee has
fired one of its top political reporters,
saying he invented sources and
made up quotations while covering
the presidential campaign.

The newspaper said today that it
fired the reporter, Dennis Love, 46,
on Tuesday after discovering the
problem last week when an editor
fact-checking a story found evidence
of plagiarism.

A further investigation found that
Mr. Love had invented experts and
quotations and had apparently used
without attribution material from
USA Today, The Boston Globe and
The Dallas Morning News.

The Bee’s executive editor, Rick
Rodriguez, apologized today, saying,
“Those ethical lapses are an unac-
ceptable breach of the necessary
trust that editors place in reporters
and that our readers place in us.”

In one story on Vice President Al
Gore’s record on gun control, Mr.
Rodriguez said, Mr: Love attributed
a quotation to a nonexistent expert in
Washington.
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Harvard
apers link

g “Iz)riter to

plagiarism

A Harvard College sophomore
was dismissed this week from the
school’s alternative weekly paper,
and resigned from three other
school publications, after she was
caught plagiarizing parts of sever-
al stories, sources from the publi-
cations said.

The woman, Irina Serbanescu,
told The Harvard Crimson that
writing for four different publica-
tions compromised her ability to
write well for any of them.

Serbanescu’s plagiarism came
to light two weeks ago when edi-
tors at the Harvard Independent
received an e-mail message from a
classmate alerting them that she
had copied a paragraph from
Forbes magazine in a story pub-
lished by The Independent.

After investigating, Serbanescu
was dismissed from her unpaid
position, according to the Inde-
pendent managing editor, Alex-
ander P. Nyren.

Editors at the Crimson, which
received the same message, re-
searched Serbanescu’s work, and
said they had found four stories of
hers that included work published
elsewhere.

Matthew Maclnnis, president
of The Crimson, said Serbanescu
would not be allowed to work at
the paper again.

“It’s too bad,” MacInnis said.
“Irina worked in the literary com-
munity because she loved it.”

Both publications reported the
news on their Web sites yesterday
and said they had retracted the
stories.

Efforts to reach Serbanescu
were unsuccessful.




